Dove Hunt Rules & Retriever Safety
Please help us to conduct a safe hunting experience for everyone at the OADH!
For lack of a better word, I will be referring to those that are assisting hunters in the field as
“RETRIEVERS” because essentially, they will be retrieving birds.

Hunter Safety when a Retriever is in the field retrieving birds
1. ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
2. If a RETRIEVER is in the field in your shooting lane, CEASE FIRE until the area is clear.
3. Safety First! Hunting Second.
Eye and Ear protection is highly recommended for all shooters and retrievers.
( Though I realize that there are some that are already substantially deaf. )

Retriever Safety
1. Only registered RETRIEVERS will be going into the field to assist hunters.
2. All RETRIEVERS MUST attended the MANDATORY Safety Briefing and rules explanation
on Saturday morning prior to going into the field.
3. No RETRIEVER will carry their own firearm into the field or be allowed to hunt.
4. All RETRIEVERS must check in with the field judge on site.
5. RETRIEVERS carrying or holding firearms for hunters shall follow these rules:

Fundamental Rules for Safe Gun Handling
1. ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction.
2. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to shoot.
3. ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use.

Bringing Shotguns to and from the Field
1. Shotguns should always be transported UNLOADED and cased.
2. Leave shotgun in a closed case when bringing it from your vehicle to the field and returning
it to your vehicle.
3. If you don’t have a case, the shotgun should be UNLOADED, the action open and the muzzle
pointed up in the air or at the ground.
4. If you need assistance, please ask a judge, other hunter or retriever.
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If ANYONE calls a CEASE FIRE, you must IMMEDIATELY stop shooting,
remove your finger from the trigger guard and point the gun at the ground until
further instructed.
OADH Hunt Scoring
! Only hunters with a valid resident or non-resident TPWD (Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept.)
hunting license with migratory bird endorsement can participate. Present license to the
field judge with birds to be counted. The OADH pays for the licenses for all OADH
hunters that don’t already have one.
! Only “LEGAL” Doves and “UNPROTECTED” Doves will be counted. Legal doves are
MOURNING DOVES, WHITE-WINGED DOVES, and WHITE-TIPPED DOVES.
Unprotected doves are EURASIAN COLLARED DOVES and ROCK PIGEONS.
! A total combination of no more than (15) LEGAL and UNPROTECTED doves may be
shot by a hunter on the day of the OADH hunt with no more than (2) white-tipped doves
in possession.
! Olney is located in and follows the TPWD NORTH ZONE Hunting Regulations.
! The hunting regulations can be found on-line at:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/regs/animals/dove/#autotoc-item-autotoc-3

1. As soon as (15) legal and unprotected doves are harvested, or when time expires for the
OADH hunt, locate the field judge and present the following:
Valid Texas Hunting License with migratory bird endorsement and
Only Legal and Unprotected doves for counting.
Your name, amputee category and the time will be recorded by the field judge.
2. Only claim birds that you have shot during the OADH Dove Hunt.
3. If more than one hunter shoots the same bird, first amicably work out “ownership”
between yourselves.
4. If each hunter claims the bird, at SCORING bring this to the attention of the field judge.
To resolve the dispute, an OADH Challenge coin will be tossed. Each hunter will be
designated a side and the winner of the toss will be awarded the bird.

OADH Hunt Winners will be determined by the hunter that shot the most or limit
first birds for each category.
The categories are:
ABOVE the Elbow Amputee; and
BELOW the Elbow Amputee.
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OADH Hunt Rules
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Safety is paramount to any other concern when hunting with firearms.
Please continue to use the Fundamental Rules for Safe Gun Handling in the field.
Be aware of other hunters around you and where they are.
Discuss with other hunters the directions you intend to shoot and get agreement.
Do not move into another hunter’s field of fire, always walk behind their direction of fire.
Shooting stations will be chosen by lottery. Once you have been assigned a station, you may
not “improve” your position by getting in front of another hunter away your station.
7. Do not follow a bird with the muzzle of your shotgun towards another hunter. Just let it go.
8. No bird should be shot that you anticipate may fall onto another property, across a fence or
over a roadway.
9. Never shoot towards another hunter, retriever, judge or roadway.
10. Birds that are shot and fall on or across a roadway will not be counted, however birds that are
shot far from a boundary, continue to fly wounded and fall across a roadway may be counted.
11. The first violation of a hunt/safety rule will receive a warning.
12. Repeated violations may result in disqualification from the hunt at the discretion of the field
judge. Appeals should be made to the OADH Hunt Referee immediately.

Thank you and have a safe and fun hunt!

Rod Gregg,
OADH Dove Hunt Referee
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